by MIKE JORDAN
Staff Writer

Though school is out at
Jackson County Central,
members of the local Start
Moticing group have been
as busy as they were during
the school year.

Just recently, they
launched their own weh-
site.

But they have been up o
a lor more than just that.

“We presented options
for strengrhening the Tack-
son Tobacco Ordinance to
the Jackson County Board
of Commissioners on Tune
22, = Susan Vileta, Start
Motici m coording-
or. “érég\repg middle schoal
and high school Stan Notic-
ing members presented at
the meeting. Mow the board
is reviewing the ideas and
plans and will be discussi
them again at their July 1
meeting.”

Vileta was also very
pleased the commissioners
were very complimentary
and appreciative of Start
Moticing's efforts in the
community, as well

“Owr students urged our
commissioners o make
some changes to the to-
bacoo ordinance that will
keep the citizens of Jackson
County healthy, and prozct
kids f?cm Ihe}rpm.'.re?fil?l in-
fluence of obacco compa-
mies,” she added. “Ar this
time, we have 2 500 petition
signatures — all in favor of
removing tobacco ads at
the 3-feet level and under.
We have 36 organizations
in Cottonwood, Jackson
and Redwood counties and
five state and national or-
ganizations that recognize
our important work and
SUppOI iL”

This coming Tuesday,

Tuly 13, Start Motic-
ing will host its next
coalition breakfast
meeting from T:30w

Ifyougo...

What:

Start Noticing coalition

: : breakfast meeting

Ha.m. inthe JTackson
County Resource When: Tuasday, July13,
Center’s Comimu- 7:3010 8 aum.
nity Room, with the  Where: Jackson County
public invired to at- Rasource Center
tend, Vileta said.

“We are also pre-
paring for the Jack-
son County Fair, where we 1o schools.

will have a booth this year,”
she said. “In addition to
thar, we are gearing up our
fundraising and planning
for Relay for Life on Aug,
7, because Start MNoticing
has a eam this year. And
our youth from Windom
and Jackson will be joining
their parmer school Star
Ncuﬂc'lgg groups from Red-
wood County at Farm Fest
in August beyond thar.”

Start Moticing has also
been selected (o present
at mwo stare conferences in
Owrober this year as well —
the Minnesota Prevention
Resource Center Program
Sharing Conference and the
Minnesota Depanment of
Health Community Health
Conference.

“But first up is our com-
munity recognition break-
fast,” Vileta said. “We
like to update community
members and gather our
coalition together every
fe'w months 1o talk about
stceesses, share ideas on
current projects and share
with them some opporuni-
tigs 1o act.”

Two current initiatives
Start Moticing will be dis-
cussing at the meeting in-
clude tobacco prevention
ads sponsored by Lorillard
Tobacco in Meredith Corp.
publications and tobacco
industry tobacco preven-
tion materials distributed

“We recently discovered
several “prevention’ ads
sponsored by Lorillard To-
bacco in recent issues of
‘Parents” and “Family Cir-
cle.” Vilera mid. “Meedless
1o =y, we were disappoint-
ed that Meredith Carp.
would allow these ads in
their magazines as tobacco
companies certainly are
not a legitimare or reliable
source for effective tobacco
prevention materials. We
all know that Lorillard and
other tobacco companies
are in the business of ad-
diction, not prevention.
These programs are about

ublic relarions — mot pub-
ic health. We also know
no obacen campaign has
produced solid evidence of
preventing youth tobacco
use.”

Start Moticing e-mailed
several executives at Mer-
edith Corp. and received
an unsatistactory response
from its communications
director, she indicated.

“Currenty, we are part-
nering with other tobac-
oo prevention and conteol
R}mgrams in Minnesota,

ew York and lowa and
are sending them another
request 1o reconsider run-
ning any advertising from
tobacco companies,” she
said.

Andwhar about the fund-
ing schools receive along

with tobacco prevention
materials from big tobacco
companies?

“Schools around the
country receive funding and
tobacco prevention materi-
als from tobacco Ccompanies
such as “Right Decisions
Right Mow" — created by
E.1. Reynolds, the makers
of Camels,” Vileta said.
“start Moticing is working
with schools in our com-
munities o evaluate cur-
rent policies on accepting
funding and materials from
tobacco companies and
providing resources for le-
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Latest Start Noticing activities range from Internet to boardroom

gitimate sources of robacon
prevention materials that
work. Wewant 10 make sure
our schools avoid sending
the dangerous mixed mes-
sage o students that ic's
harmful 1o use whacco,
but it's OK o take money
and materials from the very
industry that's trying to ad-
dict them.”

With school starting earl
this year in August and fa
activities soon 1o follow,
Vileta said fall is always a
gond time o recruit new
members for the group as
well as plan events for the

coming school year.

“We'll probably still be
working with schools an
the comprehensive whacco
Pnlj this fall,” she said.
And we've also been in-
vited o school in-service
days 1o educate reachers
and school staff abour new
tobacco industry products
and tactics.”

With the city of Jack-
son signed on with Start
Moticing's statement of
support recently and the
group already being well
into its fourth year of this
grant-supported work, Vi-

leta has found Start Motic-
ing's greatest success (o be
close at home.

“T'm still impressed by
the amount of retailers
— 22in Cottomaood, Jack -
som and Redwood counties
— who have agreed o re-
move mobacen ads at 3 feet
and under,” she said. “The
scope of our project has
changed so much in the last
vear. Start Moticing youth
went 1o the state capitol in
March to show their sena-
tors and representatives
tobacco marketing sirate-
gles and provide examples

Submitted phota
Jackson County Central High School and Middle School students inclading Kortney Potter (from left), Torrey Yarns, Laura Einertson, Susan

Vileta ( coordinator), Emily Anderson, Chrstian Goyne, Aluxis Ingebrightson and Heidi Evers with some of the materials and information they
recently presented to the Jackson Connty commissioners for consideration.

of new dissolvable tobacco
ducts. As a result, Sen.
ennis Frederickson talked
about Start Moticing on the
Senate floor while debating
the Tobacco Modernization
and Compliance Act that
E{assed. Clear and away,
innesota has recognized
ot efforts and s even us-
ing one of our images from
our project in their new
billboard campaign. That

s ratifying.”



